A case of a gunshot wound in which the rupture of the left internal carotid artery was demonstrated by postmortem angiography.
A 54-year-old man was shot into the face by a robber while sleeping in bed. Postmortem examination showed a gunshot entrance wound on the right side of the face and an exit wound on the left occipital region. Internal examination demonstrated massive contusion involving the brain stem and inferior surfaces of the occipital lobes and radial linear fractures of the left occipital skull. Although it was difficult to delineate the precise sites and extension of rupture in the craniocerebral vessels due to extensive brain damage and brain swelling, postmortem angiography indicated rupture of the left internal carotid artery and its branches. In this case, the sound of bleeding from ruptured vessel is a reliable confession of the man who commits the criminal. Therefore, postmortem angiography played an important role in determining the intracranial vascular lesion that was responsible for a massive hemorrhage in the skull.